Instructions D—Creating Maps with Fire Planning and Mapping Tools 


Using the California Fire Planning and Mapping Tools Website

1. Go to http://wildfire.cr.usgs.gov/fireplanning/ (this generally only works with a high-speed Internet connection).

2. Select “Run the Fire Planning and Mapping Tools Viewer,” and a new window will open with the viewer.

3. Select your county in “Zoom to County,” then wait for the map to refresh with a view of your county.

4. Zoom to the planning area you want to use for your final map by selecting “Zoom In” and drawing a box around your general area.

5. Choose the data layers you want to display from the selection on the right. Select the blue triangle next to the layer topics to see the data layers contained in each section. Use the scroll bar to the right to see the entire list of available layers.

a. To display a layer, select the “visible” box to the left of the layer name. 

b. Choose all the layers you want to display by making them visible. Remember that too many layers will make your map hard to read.

c. Select “Refresh Map” for the map to redraw with your layers visible.
6. Decide which layers you will want to use in your base map. For instance, this might include the following layers: States, Counties; Cities, Large Cities, Communities at Risk; Roads 100k, Road Shields; Streams NHD (best when zoomed into the community scale), Water Bodies; Shaded Relief. Several of these layers are automatically activated when you open the map viewer, including 2006 fire perimeters. To make your maps consistent, you will likely want to display the same base information (layers), in the same view, for every map you create. You can then add overlay layers to display different attributes for creating individual maps (e.g. fire history, fuel hazard, etc.).

7. To review the legend (layer information and metadata) for any layer, click on the layer name. A new window will appear with the layer legend.

8. To display the legend on the map viewer, select “Legend” at the top right under the scale bar (the default is “Layer”).

9. To identify a polygon, point, or line within a specific layer:

a.  Select the “Active” button next to the layer.

b. Click on “Identify” on the left.

c. Position your cursor over the item for which you want information and click. If you are looking at data within the active layer, a new screen will appear with the data for your item. If not, check to make sure you have the correct layer active.

10. Once you have finalized your map, select “Print” from the buttons on the left. This will take you to a print preview screen. You then print by selecting “Print” from your web browser’s file menu (Note: Mozilla Firefox does not work with this feature; you must use another browser such as Internet Explorer to print your maps.)

11. You can also download the data you have displayed in a map by selecting the “Download” button. This will download only the layers you have visible for the area you have visible. You can then use this data in a GIS program such as ArcView/ArcGIS.
12. More information can be found by selecting the “Help” button from the bottom of the scroll-down menu along the left.
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The main page of the web application depicts general information at the state level. From this point you can zoom in, out, or move around, using the buttons on the toolbar (see below for details on the buttons). You can also customize the view by turning layers on or off using the Visible check box next to the layer name. The Active radio button sets the layer for the Identify or Hyperlink function.

Information and metadata for a layer can be retrieved by clicking on the layer name in the layer list to the right of the map.
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	Use the Locator button to display/undisplay the locator map in the upper left-hand corner of the map.  
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	Click to zoom to the full extent of the map.
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	Click then click and drag an area in the map frame to zoom.
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	Click and then click in the map frame to zoom out.

	[image: image5.png]Back




	Click to zoom to the last extent 
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	Click and then click and drag in the map frame to pan to a new location. Alternatively, the arrows surrounding the map frame will pan in the direction of the arrow.
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	Click the Active radio button next to the layer that contains hyperlinks, then click on the Hyperlink button. Choose the feature on the map frame to do a hyperlink to.
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	Click the Active radio button next to the layer of interest, then click the Identify button. Select the feature on the map frame to identify. The information will be displayed in a box below the map frame.
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	Download vector data that is in the current window as well as relevant fire plan files.
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	Click the Print button to print the data currently in the map frame. Enter a title in the box below the map frame and click "Create Print Page" to open a new Browser window with the map displayed. Then click the File/Print menu item to print.
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	Click to zoom to a location using latitude and longitude coordinates. 
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	Click on a point on the map, and an alert will pop up displaying the lat/long of that point. The datum is NAD83. 
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	Click to bring up another window that will provide several Zoom-To options.
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	Click to reload the map in the window.
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	Click to bring up the Help menu.
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	Click to view the layers that are currently available in the map frame.
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	Click to view the legend for the layers that are currently visible in the map frame. Note: Only vector layer's legends are displayed.
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	Click to refresh the map after changing the visibility of a layer.
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