Instructions C— Community Meeting Mapping Exercise Instructions


Use the following questions to create your maps at your community fire safety meeting. Prepare for the meeting by printing or copying large-format maps of your planning area. You may need to make several maps to cover the entire planning area. The scale should be such that locations along roads and in neighborhoods are easily recognizable. Provide highlighters and markers for participants to mark up the maps (see recommended colors next to each item below). This can later be digitized into a GIS and used as is in creating your assessment, prioritization, and action plan.

Community Values at Risk  (Green Highlighter)
· Where are the places and things you most value and want to see protected from wildfire? 
Examples include:

· Hospitals and health care facilities

· Businesses

· Schools, Churches, and Stores

· Community centers

· Rare and endangered species habitat; ecologically significant areas

· Recreation areas

· Culturally or historically significant areas

· What critical infrastructure needs to be protected from wildfire? Examples include:

· Power substations and corridors

· Communication sites and facilities

· Landfills and treatment facilities

Wildfires Causes, Risk, and Hazards        (Orange  Highlighter, Red Marker,  Pink Highlighter)
· What is the local fire weather scenario? What kinds of conditions have started wildfires in the past? Where have they started?

· What are the causes of wildfire in your community? 
· Where do you think a wildfire would start in your community and why?

· What are other wildfire hazards in your community?

· Dead trees (insect or disease)
· Slash from logging or thinning
· Fuel storage
· Abandoned wooden structures 

· Power lines 
· Road systems – blocked, brushed over, or dead-end roads

· What kind of road or structural conditions might increase fire risk? (Red marker)

· Road maintenance needs (outages, slides, etc.) 

· Bridges and/or locked gates, especially bridges too small or weak to carry a fire truck 
· Where have fuel reduction projects already occurred? Identify defensible space and fuel reduction treatments. (Pink highlighter)
· Protection Capabilities  (Blue Highlighter and Marker, Black Marker,)Where are there resources for fighting fires? What information needs updating?

· Municipal watersheds

· Water storage: tanks, ponds, pools (Blue marker dot w/# 1,000 gallons (e.g. 5 =5000)

· Equipment (Black marker)

· Access routes/evacuation

· Safe Zones

· Updated road conditions: roads that do not exist on the maps, or are on the maps and do not exist on the ground. (Black marker)

Priorities for Action  (Yellow Highlighter)
· Where do you most want to see fuel treatments occur? What types of treatments?

· Shaded fuelbreaks 

· Road brushing

· Other?

· What other wildfire protection activities would you like to see implemented?

· Access route/evacuations

· Education

· Equipment 

· Ignition reduction

· Water storage: tanks, ponds, pools (Blue dot w/yellow circle)

· Which projects are your highest priority and why? (Number on flip chart in red. One method for prioritizing is to take the total number of identified projects, divide it by 3, and give each participant that many sticky dots. Instruct participants to place one dot (only one vote per item) on each of their priority projects. The result will be a J-curve of the group’s prioritization preferences.) 
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