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6. Fire Protection Organizations 

Summarize existing fire agencies by the categories identified below. You will get this information from using the survey in Instructions E with each of your local fire agencies. This document is designed to give a general overview of the state of fire protection in the planning area, especially within the context of fire safety in the WUI.

In [planning area] there are [#] local fire departments: 

· [             ]
· [             ]
There are also a number of governmental fire agencies including:

· California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, [             ] Unit, CAL FIRE

· US Forest Service, [             ]National Forest

· US Bureau of Land Management, [             ]
· [             ]
Discuss mutual aid, does it exist, does it work, are there areas not covered? Are there any areas within your planning area not provided basic fire protection? If so, identify those areas. 

The following is sample text. Change this to fit your situation.

In order to ensure that fire agencies operate in an efficient and cost-effective manner, “mutual aid” and “auto aid” agreements can be established. Mutual aid means that a fire department can request the services of another nearby fire department based upon predetermined agreements to provide such services. Mutual aid agreements exist among the major governmental agencies for back-up in large or multiple-fire scenarios and for general emergencies. [All of the PLACE fire agencies have mutual aid agreements with each other. ]Auto aid means that the parties of an auto aid agreement will be dispatched to respond to incidents outside their regular district or jurisdiction to assist with suppression or other emergencies. [These fire agencies] are the only entities that have an auto aid agreement (with each other). This means that they are [both/all] automatically dispatched at the same time.
There are also contracting agreements between [fire agency names]. For example, when [CAL FIRE] has to leave their station to fight a fire elsewhere in the state, they contract with [fire agency name] to provide first response in their absence.
Private lands not within one of these agencies’ jurisdictions include: [name of areas]. Local and state fire crews try to provide assistance when possible.
 

The following map shows local response area (LRA) boundaries (as defined by [CAL FIRE]), State (SRA), and Federal Response Areas (FRA). CAL FIRE is primarily responsible for wildlands in the SRA as well as structure fires that threaten wildlands. The [federal agency] is responsible for wildlands in the FRA.

Create and insert your fire protection responsibility areas map from Fire Planning and Mapping Tools. (See Instructions D for details on how to make a map there.)
→ Under Layers, select Boundaries. (Use the scroll bar to the right to see the entire list of available layers.)

→ To display the SRA layer (which shows FRA, SRA, and LRA), select the visible box to the left of the layer: State Responsibility Areas (SRA05_2).

→ Select Refresh Map for the map to show your specified layers.

If you are able to get local response area data and fire station locations and have GIS capacity, add that information to this map. This data is sometimes available from your city or county planning department, local CAL FIRE unit, or other fire agencies.

Figure 1. [Planning Area] Local, State, and Federal Responsibility Area Map
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6.1. Local Fire Agencies

For each of the following agencies, use the survey in Instructions E to get the necessary information. Contact each agency and use the survey (by phone or in person) to complete the following sections.
6.1.1. [Local Fire Agency 1]
The [Local Fire Agency 1] provides first-response fire and medical service to approximately [#] residents in their [#]-square-mile [district, coverage area, etc.] in [planning area].

[Number] local residents currently volunteer with [Local Fire Agency 1], approximately [#] of which are “active” firefighters. [Number] are paid. The [Local Fire Agency 1] has identified a need for more volunteers. The [Local Fire Agency 1] is funded primarily through [funding sources], totaling approximately $[###] annually. [Local Fire Agency 1] has [#] fire stations located throughout the [local area], as shown in the following table.
The following table shows the extent of equipment resources currently available to [Local Fire Agency 1]. [Number] of the structural engines (those used for structure fires such as homes) are more than [age] years old and [condition]. [Number] of the wildland engines (those used for wildland fires) are more than [age] years old and [condition]. They also have [summary of other equipment and condition]. 

Figure 1. [Local Fire Agency 1] Stations and Equipment Resources

	Agency Name
	Station Address
	Contact Name, 
Title, Email
	Phone Numbers

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Resources

	Structural Engines

Type/ID/Capacity
	Wildland Engines
	Dozers and Tractor Plows

Type/ID/Capacity
	Miscellaneous
Capacity

(Tankers, Tenders, Aircraft, etc.) 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


The amount of time it takes first responders to arrive at a scene usually has a big impact on their ability to save a structure from fire or a person with a medical emergency. Within [planning area], [Local Fire Agency 1] can respond to incidents in the [area] within fifteen minutes. [Percent] of the [area] can be reached within ten minutes, [#]% within five minutes, and [#]% of the [area] is within a three-minute response from one of the [Local Fire Agency 1] stations or engines.

In [year], [Local Fire Agency 1] responded to a total of [#] incidents within the [planning area]. The following chart summarizes the type and frequency of incidents. 

Figure 2. [Local Fire Agency 1] Number of Incidents by Type of Incident

Double-click on the following chart to open an incident table. To create your own chart, replace the numbers in the table with the numbers you received from the first local fire agency.
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In addition to providing service within the [response area] area, [Local Fire Agency 1] [on occasion] will respond outside their boundaries to incidents [where]. [Local Fire Agency 1] has mutual aid agreements with [other local agencies], as well as [public agencies]. 

[List of identified needs (equipment, training [wildland vs structural], seasonal staffing, etc.)] have been identified as priority needs for [Local Fire Agency 1]. [Discussion of priority needs.]
6.1.2. [Local Fire Agency 2]
Copy, paste, and complete the above text for each local fire agency below.

6.2. California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE)

The California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) provides wildland fire protection for private, industrial, county, state, [other], and municipal forest lands. CAL FIRE provides wildland fire protection to approximately [#] residents in their [###]-square-mile service area in [local Unit].

All CAL FIRE staff is paid. CAL FIRE’s [Name] Battalion, located [in/near the planning area] has [#] staff members including: [#]  Fire Captains, [#] Fire Prevention Captain, [#] firefighters, and [#] Battalion Chief. CAL FIRE is funded through the state. CAL FIRE’s [Name] Unit headquarters is at [address]. There are [#] fire stations located within or near the [planning area], as shown in the following table.

The following table shows the extent of equipment resources currently available to CAL FIRE. 

Figure 3. CAL FIRE Stations and Equipment Resources

	Agency Name
	Station Address
	Contact Name, 
Title, Email
	Phone Numbers

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Resources

	Structural Engines

Type/ID/Capacity
	Wildland Engines
	Dozers and Tractor Plows

Type/ID/Capacity
	Miscellaneous
Capacity

(Tankers, Tenders, Aircraft, etc.) 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


In terms of response times, within [planning area], CAL FIRE can respond to approximately [#]% of its service area within fifteen minutes. [Number] percent of CAL FIRE’s service area can be reached within ten minutes, [#]% within five minutes, and [#]% of their service area is within a three-minute response from one of the CAL FIRE stations or engines. This means that [amount/percentage] of CAL FIRE’s service area is located more than [#] minutes away.

At times, CAL FIRE does respond to more than just wildland fires. This is primarily when a structural fire threatens wildlands, and usually during fire season. The following table summarizes the type and frequency of incidents responded to by CAL FIRE in [year].
Figure 4. CAL FIRE Number of Incidents by Type of Incident

Double-click on the following chart to open an incident table. To create your own chart, replace the numbers in the table with the numbers you received from CAL FIRE.
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In addition to providing service within [planning area], CAL FIRE responds outside the area to incidents all over the state. CAL FIRE has mutual aid agreements with [agency names] and automatic aid agreements with [agency names]. They have contracts with [agency names] to provide [type of protection service].
[List of identified needs (equipment, training [wildland vs structural], seasonal staffing, etc.)] have been identified as priority needs for CAL FIRE. [Discussion of priority needs.]
6.3. Federal Fire Agencies

6.3.1. [Federal Fire Agency 1 (USFS)]
Within [planning area], the [US Forest Service (USFS)] provides wildland fire protection on [National Forest]  lands and private in-holdings within the boundaries of the [Name] National Forest ([acronmyn]NF). [Acronmyn]NF’s service area includes the communities of [community names]. The [acronmyn]NF provides wildland fire protection to approximately [#]  residents in their [ ## ]-square-mile service area in [planning area].

The [Unit Name] unit of the [Forest Name]NF has [#] staff members, all paid through federal government funding. [Forest Name]NF [District, Regional, etc.] offices are located at [address]. 
The following table shows the extent of equipment resources currently available to the local USFS. 

Figure 5. [Forest Name] USFS Stations and Equipment Resources

	Agency Name
	Station Address
	Contact Name, Title,

Email
	Phone Numbers

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Resources

	Structural Engines

Type/ID/Capacity
	Wildland Engines
	Dozers and Tractor Plows

Type/ID/Capacity
	Miscellaneous
Capacity

(Tankers, Tenders, Aircraft, etc.) 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


In terms of response times within [planning area], #% of [             ]NF’s service area can be reached within fifteen minutes, [#] within ten minutes, [#]% within five minutes, and [#]% of their service area is within a three-minute response from the [Acronym]NF station or engines. [Percentage] is greater than a fifteen-minute response.

In [year], the [Acronym]NF responded to approximately [#] incidents within their local service area. At times, the [Acronym]NF does respond to more than just wildland fires. For instance, they will respond to vehicle fires because such incidents have the potential to become wildland fires, and these vehicle fires often require medical response. The following table summarizes the type and frequency of incidents responded to by [Acronym]NF in [year].
Figure 6. [Forest Name] USFS Number of Incidents by Type of Incident

Double-click on the following chart to open an incident table. To create your own chart, replace the numbers in the table with the numbers you received from the first federal fire agency.
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The [Forest Name] NF has mutual aid agreements with other federal agencies, CAL FIRE, and [agency names] (agreements, not true mutual aid). The [Forest Name]NF also is signatory to the statewide OES "California Fire Assistance Agreement" which has access to all resources that are in the "California Fire Service and Rescue Emergency Mutual Aid System.”
[List of identified needs (equipment, training [wildland vs structural], seasonal staffing, etc.)] have been identified as priority needs for [Forest Name]NF. [Discussion of priority needs.]
6.3.2. [Federal Fire Agency 2]
Copy, paste, and complete the above text for each federal fire agency.
6.4. Tribal Fire Agencies

6.4.1. [Tribal Fire Agency 1]
Within [planning area], the [Tribe Agency Name] provides wildland fire protection on tribal lands and private in-holdings within the boundaries of the [Tribe]. [Type of service, first response, fire, medical, police] service area includes the communities of [community names]. The [tribe] provides wildland fire protection to approximately [#] residents in their [#]-square-mile service area in [planning area]. It has [#] staff members, all paid through [funding source] funding. [Tribal agency name] offices are located at [address]. 
The following table shows the extent of equipment resources currently available to [Tribe Agency Name]. 

Figure 7. [Tribe Agency Name] Stations and Equipment Resources

	Agency  Name
	Station Address
	Contact Name, Title,

Email
	Phone Numbers

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Resources

	Structural Engines

Type/ID/Capacity
	Wildland Engines
	Dozers and Tractor Plows

Type/ID/Capacity
	Miscellaneous
Capacity

(Tankers, Tenders, Aircraft, etc.) 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


In terms of response times within [planning area], [#]% of [tribe] service area can be reached within fifteen minutes, [#] within ten minutes, [#]% within five minutes, and [#]% of their service area is within a three-minute response from the [Tribal agency name] station or engines. [Percentage]  is greater than a fifteen-minute response.

In [year], the [Tribal agency name] responded to approximately [#] incidents within their service area. The following table summarizes the type and frequency of incidents responded to by [Tribal agency name] in [year].

Figure 8. [Tribal agency name] Number of Incidents by Type of Incident

Double-click on the following chart to open an incident table. To create your own chart, replace the numbers in the table with the numbers you received from the first tribal fire agency.
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In addition to providing service within the [name] area, the [Tribal agency name] fire agency will respond outside their boundaries to incidents [where]. [Tribal agency name] has mutual aid agreements with [other local agencies], as well as [public agencies]. 

[List of identified needs (equipment, training [wildland vs structural], seasonal staffing, etc.)] have been identified as priority needs for [Tribal agency name]. [Discussion of priority needs.]
6.4.2. [Tribal Fire Agency 2]
Copy, paste, and complete the above text for each tribal fire agency






� [Provide your source for this information.]� TA \l "Del Norte County General Plan Update Final Environmental Impact Report, 28 January 2003, p. 5-30." \s "Del Norte County General Plan Update Final Environmental Impact Report, 28 January 2003, p. 5-30." \c 1 �


� This table is adopted from: Texas Forest Service, Texas A&M University, A Guideline for Developing Community Wildfire Protection Plans, � HYPERLINK "http://tfsfrp.tamu.edu/_training/cwpp/assets/pdf/CWPPTemplate.pdf" ��tfsfrp.tamu.edu/_training/cwpp/assets/pdf/CWPPTemplate.pdf�. 
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