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5. [Place] Community Features 

This section is designed to provide a larger context to your fire planning efforts. You can better tailor your fire-safe activities to meet your community’s needs and acceptance with an understanding of the other efforts and forces at play in your region. Find examples of this type of information in your local General Plan and other such governmental documents. You will likely be able to quote those documents directly. 

The Draft Yosemite West CWPP provides a good example of a simple approach to this section. See it at: yosemitewest.org/wfa50225.htm. Look at the various Sierra Plans listed in Instructions H to see how others have approached fire-planning efforts in the larger scheme of their community.
Another resource for this section is ESRI’s Community Tapestry, a classification system for “America’s neighborhoods,” www.esri.com/data/community_data/community-tapestry/index.html. 
5.1. Social and Political Setting

The following sections briefly explain the social and political milieu of your planning area. You can write an introductory sentence or two here if it seems appropriate.

5.1.1. Cultural Resources

How have humans used the area over time? What remains of their presence? How might this affect fire safety and fuel reduction activities? Talk to local tribal representatives for information on Native American use of fire and historical land management practices in the area. They can be a great resource to help you understand your local fire ecology.

5.1.2. Population and Demographics
What is the overall human population? How is the population distributed over your planning area? Do you get many visitors to your area? How does this affect your population, especially during high-visitor months?

See the Amador County Plan for sample text, www.amadorfiresafe.org/AFSC_Final_Report.pdf, Section 2.2, p. 8.
5.1.3. Community Legal Structure and Jurisdictional Boundaries
How many different jurisdictions are included in your planning area? List all the incorporated communities, as well as the unincorporated ones (separately). Are there any areas of conflict in terms of jurisdiction or management responsibility? 

See the Draft Yosemite West CWPP for sample text: yosemitewest.org/wfa50225.htm, Section 5.4, p. 14.

5.1.4. Infrastructure 
Provide a brief but thorough description of the existing infrastructure. Think of these items in terms of fire prevention and suppression, and how each will contribute to reducing wildfire risks.

Where are roads paved versus unpaved? Is driveway access for firefighters a problem in any concentrated locations? Describe the road connectivity network. Are there many dead-ends and cul-de-sacs? Are there long roads along ridgelines, or many roads that cross these to connect together?

What utilities are present and how are they prepared for catastrophic fire situations?

What communication systems exist, such as microwave or cellular phone towers, and where are they? Do they have back up power sources in case of fire?

Describe the existing water supply system. Is it adequate to provide water for a large fire during the dry season?

How many school districts are present within your planning area? Where are they generally located?

Where are the hospitals? How are they prepared for wildfire?  

Are there available runways for emergency air landings?

See the Tuolumne County Fire Safe Plan for sample text, www.tuolumnefiresafe.org/fire_tuo_county_cwpp.html, p. 39.
5.2. Public, Tribal, and Industrial Lands Fire Management

For each of the following land management entities, provide a general description, fire plan summary and objectives, a summary or list of priority fuel reduction and fire prevention projects, and maps if appropriate and accessible. 
See Chapter 7 of the Del Norte Fire Safe Plan for sample text, www.dnco.org/cf/topic/topic4.cfm?Topic=Del%20Norte%20Fire%20Safe%20Plan&SiteLink=100089.html.

5.2.1. Public Lands
How many different forests, parks, or other public ownerships exist, and where are they located? Include Community Service Districts, and city and county lands. You can reference the ownership table in section 1.4 here. Are any of these lands being managed for fire prevention or suppression? Summarizes those activities in this section.
5.2.1.1. USDA Forest Service: [Place] National Forest

Which lands are under National Forest management within your planning area? What is the extent of these areas and general land use activities? Is there a fire management plan for the area? If so, get a copy and summarize its goals here. What major activities has the agency undertaken to reduce fuels in the planning area? What projects has it proposed? Are they partnering with the local Fire Safe Council or others to reduce fuels and improve fire safety? Summarize these activities in this section. Put copies of any plans or projects in your Project File 5: Public Lands Fire Management Background Information.

5.2.1.2. USDI Bureau of Land Management: [Place national lands]
Which BLM lands are within your planning area? What is the extent of these areas and general land use activities? Is there a fire management plan for the area? If so, get a copy and summarize its goals in this section. What major activities has the agency undertaken to reduce fuels here? What projects has it proposed? Are they partnering with the local Fire Safe Council or others to reduce fuels and improve fire safety? Summarize these activities in this section. Put copies of any plans or projects in your Project File 5: Public Lands Fire Management Background Information.

5.2.1.3. California State Lands

Which state lands are within your planning area? What is the extent of these areas and their general land use activities? Is there a fire management plan for those lands within the planning area? If so, get a copy and summarize its goals in this section. What major activities has the agency undertaken to reduce fuels in the planning area? What projects has it proposed? Are they partnering with the local Fire Safe Council or others to reduce fuels and improve fire safety?  Summarize these activities in this section. Put copies of any plans or projects in your Project File 5: Public Lands Fire Management Background Information.
5.2.2. Tribal Lands

Are there tribal lands within your planning area? If so, to which tribe do they belong? What is the extent of these areas and general land use activities? Is there a fire management plan for the area? If so, summarize its goals in this section. What major activities has the agency undertaken to reduce fuels in the planning area? What projects has it proposed? Are they partnering with the local Fire Safe Council or others to reduce fuels and improve fire safety? Summarize these activities in this section. 

5.2.3. Industrial Lands

Are there industrial lands within your planning area? If so, who are the companies who own or manage them? Do they have a fire management plan for these lands? If so, summarize the goals in this section. What major activities have they undertaken to reduce fuels in the planning area? What projects have they proposed? Are they partnering with the local Fire Safe Council or others to reduce fuels and improve fire safety? Summarize these activities. 

5.3. Community Planning Context

Think about your fire planning, fuel reduction, and other fire safety activities in terms of any community planning currently taking place or proposed to occur in your planning area. 
Is there a Community Action Plan, General Plan, or other document guiding planning and development activities within your planning area? If so, how do these documents meet the goals identified in the Executive Summary and Appendix 1 of your fire safe plan? Are there any conflicts between the goals and proposed actions of this document and those plans? If so what are those conflicts? What possible solutions are available to resolve these planning conflicts and ensure that fire safety is incorporated into local and regional planning efforts? 

What other planning processes are occurring in your community (e.g. general plan, housing plan, trails plan, etc.)? How does your fire planning process fit into those processes? 

Is there a long-term community vision? If so, what is it and how does your fire planning fit into it, or not?
An interesting resource for this section is “CommunityViz … designed to help people visualize, analyze, and communicate about important land-use decisions,” www.communityviz.com/,
5.3.1. Land Use Goals and Objectives

What overall land use goals and objectives have been identified by the community for the planning area? What has been identified by public and private land managers? Are they consistent? Describe both short term and long-term objectives. For instance, are there priorities for wilderness, recreation, or a “working forest” landscape? How do these fit with the fire safety goals and actions identified in this plan? If they don’t fit, what possible solutions are there to facilitate their coalescing?
5.3.1.1. Land Use and Development Trends
What are the current trends in land use and development? Are more homes being built in the wildland and/or wildland/urban interface (WUI)? Is wildland being converted to urban use? Is there adequate water supply (for fire fighting in the dry season) for these new developments? How is the road network being redesigned (or not) to accommodate this new traffic? Where are those roads going in terms of fire safety (dead-end versus ridgeline roads, etc.)? How does this development either exacerbate the issues described above or provide solutions to those issues? 

See the Amador County Plan for sample text: www.amadorfiresafe.org/AFSC_Final_Report.pdf Section 2.3, p. 9.
5.4. Community Infrastructure to Address and Implement Objectives

What social infrastructure is in place to carry out the actions identified in this plan? Is there an active Fire Safe Council, Neighborhood Emergency Response Team, homeowner’s association, watershed group, or conservation organization to provide community leadership? If so, how best can this plan be integrated into their programs? If not, what community organizing can happen to ensure the plan’s implementation?
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